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Case 1: Suspended Animation 

A Pennsylvania hospital will be testing out a new emergency technique in the upcoming 
months on patients who are dying but not yet dead.  The technique will be tested on ten 
patients who have gone into cardiac arrest after suffering a knife or gunshot wound.  
Attempts to restart their heart will have failed.  The patient's chest will be open and they 
will likely have lost approximately half of their blood.  Their chance of survival will be 
less than seven percent.  At this point, the team of doctors prepared to implement the new 
technique will be called in.    

The patients' blood will be replaced with a cold saline solution that quickly cools the 
body, stopping almost all cellular activity.  The solution will first be pumped into the 
heart and brain, then into the rest of the body.  Within about fifteen minutes, the patient's 
temperature will drop to 10 degrees Celsius.  In this state, cells need less oxygen and 
doctors have more time (up to two hours) to repair the patients' wounds.  After the 
injuries are treated, the patients will warm back up as the saline solution is replaced with 
blood.1  The survival rate of these test patients will be compared to a control group of 
patients who met the same criteria but were not treated with the new technique.   

The technique was developed by Doctor Peter Rhee, who has successfully tested it on 
pigs.  Indeed, in a 2000 study, ninety percent of the pigs who had been suspended were 
revived—while all of the control group pigs died.  Further, the revived pigs did not show 
any signs of physical or cognitive impairments.2  As Rhee explains, "If a patient comes to 
us two hours after dying you can't bring them back to life. . . But if they're dying and you 
suspend them, you have a chance to bring them back after their structural problems have 
been fixed."3 

The technique sounds very promising.  But even David King, one of the surgeons that has 
worked on animal tests and helped prepare the technique for human trials, admits that it is 
"way, way out there."  "The scientist in me would be very careful promising anything for 
a salvage therapy for the most desperate of all situations. You can't expect miracles," 
King states.4 

                                                           
1 Helen Thomson, "Gunshot Victims to be Suspended between Life and Death," NewScientist, March 26, 
2014, http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129623.000-gunshot-victims-to-be-suspended-between-
life-and-death.html#.U0xoQuZdXK0. 
2 Michelle Starr, "Suspended-Animation Trials to Begin on Humans," CNet, May 25, 2014,  
http://www.cnet.com/news/suspended-animation-trials-to-begin-on-humans/ 
3 Mark Prigg, "Left between Life and Death: First 'Suspended Animation' Trials Set to Begin in Bid to Buy 
Time for Stabbing and Gunshot Victims," Daily Mail, May 26, 2014, 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2639752/Left-life-death-First-suspended-animation-trials-
set-begin-bid-buy-time-stabbing-gunshot-victims.html 
4  Elizabeth Lopatto, "New 'Suspended Animation' Procedure Saves Lives by Replacing Blood with Cold 
Electrolyte Solution," The Daily Beast, April 2, 2014, 

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129623.000-gunshot-victims-to-be-suspended-between-life-and-death.html#.U0xoQuZdXK0
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129623.000-gunshot-victims-to-be-suspended-between-life-and-death.html#.U0xoQuZdXK0
http://www.cnet.com/news/suspended-animation-trials-to-begin-on-humans/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2639752/Left-life-death-First-suspended-animation-trials-set-begin-bid-buy-time-stabbing-gunshot-victims.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2639752/Left-life-death-First-suspended-animation-trials-set-begin-bid-buy-time-stabbing-gunshot-victims.html
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Due to the nature of this technique and the type of patients needed to test it, it will be 
impossible to get their informed consent.  Requiring consent is important when medical 
research is performed on human subjects and this standard is typically maintained even in 
emergency situations.5  The hospital has attempted to notify the community that the trial 
is taking place by holding discussion groups and placing advertisements in the 
newspaper.  People are able to opt out online, but no one has done so yet.   

  

                                                                                                                                                                             
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/04/02/new-suspended-animation-procedure-saves-lives-by-
replacing-blood-with-a-cold-electrolyte-solution.html 
5 "Medical Experiments Need Consent—Even in Emergencies," NewScientist, March 27, 2014, 
 http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129622.100-medical-experiments-need-consent—even-in-
emergency.html#.U0xsheZdXK0 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/04/02/new-suspended-animation-procedure-saves-lives-by-replacing-blood-with-a-cold-electrolyte-solution.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2014/04/02/new-suspended-animation-procedure-saves-lives-by-replacing-blood-with-a-cold-electrolyte-solution.html
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129622.100-medical-experiments-need-consent--even-in-emergency.html#.U0xsheZdXK0
http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22129622.100-medical-experiments-need-consent--even-in-emergency.html#.U0xsheZdXK0
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Case 4: Smokin' Ride 

It’s probably a good idea not to smoke in a car with children. However, in an increasing 
number of states ranging from Arkansas to California, it is also against the law. While 
laws vary from state to state and there is no federal law, one can be fined up to $250 if 
stopped for a traffic offense and found to be smoking with someone younger than 18 
years old in the car.  

If the law works and fewer people smoke in cars with their children, the health benefits 
are clear. Tobacco smoke is especially dangerous to children, because their lungs and 
brains are still developing. In closed spaces like cars, children can inhale a level of 
secondhand smoke that can rise to unhealthy, even dangerous or poisonous levels.17 
Adults can avoid secondhand smoke in most places by opting not to go to bars, 
restaurants, or houses where people are allowed to smoke. However, unlike adults, 
children riding with parents frequently cannot opt to get out of the car or find alternative 
transportation. Whether they complain about the smoke or not, they are essentially 
trapped in a car with a smoking adult, unable to choose an alternative.18 

There are no health upsides to smoking in a car with children. However, restricting 
personal behavior in a private automobile has some worried about infringements on 
personal freedoms. For instance, eating food, talking on the phone, and listening to 
audiobooks all distract drivers and potentially put children at risk.19 While the effects are 
not as pronounced as smoking-related illnesses, some argue that the rationale for this law 
would allow police to fine someone for listening to Little House on the Prairie with 
children in the car. And some wonder why such a rationale needs to stop at a car. 
Smoking in one’s home with children is also extremely detrimental to their health. If the 
laws against smoking in cars with children pass muster, why couldn’t a law fine parents 
for smoking in a private residence? If children’s wellbeing is at stake, why not penalize 
parents for bringing home junk food, fast food, or for exposing their children to large 
amounts of television?  

While these worries about liberty are real, they do not seem to phase support for laws 
against smoking in cars with children. According to the University of Michigan C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital National Poll on Children’s Health, 82% of adults support such 

                                                           
17Harvard School of Public Health, "Secondhand Smoke in Cars May Lead to Dangerous Levels of 
Contaminants For Children," http://archive.sph.harvard.edu/press-releases/2006-
releases/press10052006.html 
18 For additional information consider: http://ash.org/carsmoking 
19 Jill Adams, "Talking on a cellphone while driving is risky. But simpler distractions can also cause harm" 
Washington Post, February 14, 2014, http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/talking-on-
a-cellphone-while-driving-is-risky-but-simpler-distractions-can-also-cause-harm/2014/02/07/49675ce8–
8cf2–11e3–95dd–36ff657a4dae_story.html 

http://archive.sph.harvard.edu/press-releases/2006-releases/press10052006.html
http://archive.sph.harvard.edu/press-releases/2006-releases/press10052006.html
http://ash.org/carsmoking
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/talking-on-a-cellphone-while-driving-is-risky-but-simpler-distractions-can-also-cause-harm/2014/02/07/49675ce8–8cf2–11e3–95dd–36ff657a4dae_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/talking-on-a-cellphone-while-driving-is-risky-but-simpler-distractions-can-also-cause-harm/2014/02/07/49675ce8–8cf2–11e3–95dd–36ff657a4dae_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/health-science/talking-on-a-cellphone-while-driving-is-risky-but-simpler-distractions-can-also-cause-harm/2014/02/07/49675ce8–8cf2–11e3–95dd–36ff657a4dae_story.html
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laws.20 Enforcement should not be a problem, says Vermont State Police Lt. Gary Scott, 
“It’s going to be difficult to figure out how old the kid in the car is, but if you see a car 
seat in the car and the operator is smoking there’s grounds to at least stop the vehicle and 
they can investigate from there what’s going on in the car.”21 

  

                                                           
20 US News "Poll: US Adults Support Smoking Ban in Cars with Kids" July 23, 2013, 
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/news/articles/2013/07/23/poll-us-adults-support-smoking-ban-in-
cars-with-kids 
21Wilson Ring, "VT anti-smoking law among nation's strictest" Burlington Free Press, June 27, 2014, 
 http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2014/06/27/car-smoking-ban/11448885/ 

http://health.usnews.com/health-news/news/articles/2013/07/23/poll-us-adults-support-smoking-ban-in-cars-with-kids
http://health.usnews.com/health-news/news/articles/2013/07/23/poll-us-adults-support-smoking-ban-in-cars-with-kids
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/2014/06/27/car-smoking-ban/11448885/
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Case 6:  Destroying Wildlife To Save It 

In the Pacific Northwest and Northern California, which is the habitat of the rare spotted 
owl, the Fish and Wildlife Service has authorized the shooting of 3600 barred owls. The 
barred owl is not a threatened species and is protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty 
Act.26 These more aggressive owls are believed to be the cause of the spotted owl’s near-
extinction. Though the Fish and Wildlife Service came to its decision with the help of 
biologists and an ethicist, Friends of Animals (an advocacy group) is suing to stop the 
killings. According to Michael Harris, Legal Director for Friends of Animals, it is 
preferable to “allow these species to either figure out a way to coexist or for nature to run 
its course.”  

A similar quandary has arisen in New York. The mute swan - a majestic bird that glides 
on many of New York State’s lakes and ponds - may be intentionally exterminated by 
2025. Though visually striking, the mute swan is an invasive species and has altered the 
native ecosystem. The proponents of eliminating the swans claim the birds destroy the 
vegetation on which other species feed, and may be responsible for the dwindling 
population of black terns. Still, the State of New York has had to face several critics. 
David Karopkin, founder of GooseWatch, explains that in 1970 there were 1000 swans in 
New York, while today there are 2200 - hardly the explosive growth that one might 
expect of a species labeled “invasive.”27 Though Karopnik is not a swan-fan (he notes 
swans’ aggressive nature), there are many who are. Defenders of the mute swan have 
collected signatures to keep the swans in place and have argued that, if the State of New 
York wants to prevent habitat-destruction, it should focus its energies on human 
development. 

However, the most strident outcry over the destruction of wildlife as a means for 
conservation was elicited by the auctioning of a permit to kill a black rhino.28 The highest 
bidder was an American hunter, who paid $350,000 to kill one of the last 5,000 
remaining black rhinos in the world. The purpose of the auction was to raise a large sum 
of money for rhino conservation in Namibia, whose national commitment to wildlife 
conservation is inscribed in its constitution. Though it is clear that a large influx of cash 
could positively impact the preservation of black rhinos, the auction has encountered 
widespread criticism. Anthropology professor Barbara King has called for 
“compassionate conservation,” which stresses the intrinsic value of each individual 
member of a species. Likewise, Dr. Mark Bekoff, an expert in animal emotions, criticized 

                                                           
26 Eliabeth Shogren, "To Save Threatened Owl, Another Species Is Shot," NPR, January 16, 2014, 
 http://www.npr.org/2014/01/15/262735123/to-save-threatened-owl-another-species-is-shot 
27 Margot Adler, "A Plan To Eliminate Wild Mute Swans Draws Vocal Opposition," NPR, March 11, 2014, 
 http://www.npr.org/2014/03/11/288751372/a-plan-to-eliminate-wild-mute-swans-draws-vocal-opposition 
28 Barbara King, "Why We Need Compassionate Conservation," NPR, January 13, 2014, 
 http://www.npr.org/blogs/13.7/2014/01/13/261230612/why-we-need-compassionate-conservation 

http://www.npr.org/2014/01/15/262735123/to-save-threatened-owl-another-species-is-shot
http://www.npr.org/2014/03/11/288751372/a-plan-to-eliminate-wild-mute-swans-draws-vocal-opposition
http://www.npr.org/blogs/13.7/2014/01/13/261230612/why-we-need-compassionate-conservation
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the philosophy underlying these conservation efforts: “Killing animals to save others sets 
a bad example and a regrettable precedent and is not the way to foster peaceful 
coexistence.”29 

  

  

                                                           
29Marc Bekoff, "Black Rhino Auctioned in the Name of Conservation," Psychology Today, January 12, 
2014, http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201401/black-rhino-auctioned-350k-in-the-
name-conservation 

http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201401/black-rhino-auctioned-350k-in-the-name-conservation
http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/animal-emotions/201401/black-rhino-auctioned-350k-in-the-name-conservation
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Case 7: Personnel Business 

Brendan Eich developed the coding language JavaScript and helped found the Mozilla 
Foundation, an open source wing of Netscape.  In 2005, Eich became chief technology 
officer of Mozilla Corporation, the foundation's profit making arm.  In 2014, Eich was 
made CEO.  After eleven days, Eich resigned under pressure from employees, 
consumers, and board members.  Eich was forced out because of his support for 
California's Proposition 8, a ballot initiative to change the state's constitution to include a 
provision that  "only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in 
California."30  

In California, donations to ballot measures in amounts above $100 are public record and 
the LA Times published a list of contributions for and against proposition 8.  Eich 
contributed $1,000 to the campaign in support of restricting marriage to between one man 
and one woman. 31  According to Eich, his support for Prop 8 stems from a personal 
religious commitment and was separate from his role as CEO.  Before his ouster, Eich 
tried to assuage concerns writing, "I am committed to ensuring that Mozilla is, and will 
remain, a place that includes and supports everyone, regardless of sexual orientation, 
gender identity, age, race, ethnicity, economic status, or religion."32 

Proponents of marriage equality and gay rights advocates called for a boycott of Mozilla's 
flagship product, Internet browser Firefox.  Internet dating site OKCupid answered the 
call for boycott by blocking Firefox users from the site.  When customers using Firefox 
attempted to access the site they received a message that read in part, "Hello there, 
Mozilla Firefox user. Pardon this interruption of your OkCupid experience.  Mozilla's 
new CEO, Brendan Eich, is an opponent of equal rights for gay couples. We would 
therefore prefer that our users not use Mozilla software to access OkCupid."33  According 
to many, this is an example of free speech being used effectively to combat intolerant 
speech.   

However, some journalists are "questioning whether the episode undercuts the well-
groomed image of Silicon Valley as a marketplace of ideas and diversity of thought, and 
whether, in this case, the tech world surrendered to political correctness enforced through 
a public shaming on social media."34  Andrew Sullivan, a prominent advocate for 
                                                           
30 Text of Proposed Laws, http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/past/2008/general/text-proposed-laws/text-of-
proposed-laws.pdf#prop8 
31 Michelle Minkoff et. al. "Proposition 8: WHo Gave Money in the Gay Marriage Battle" LA Times, 
http://projects.latimes.com/prop8/ 
32Brendan Eich, "Inclusiveness at Mozilla" Blog Presentation, March 26, 2014, 
 https://brendaneich.com/2014/03/inclusiveness-at-mozilla/ 
33 Mario Aguilar, "OKCupid Tells Users Not to Use Firefox," Gizmodo, March 31, 2014, 
http://gizmodo.com/okcupid-tells-users-not-to-use-firefox-because-of-ceos-1555616237 
34David Crary, et. al., "Mozilla CEO resignation raises free-speech issues" USA Today, April 4, 2014, 
 http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/04/04/mozilla-ceo-resignation-free-speech/7328759/ 

http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/past/2008/general/text-proposed-laws/text-of-proposed-laws.pdf%23prop8
http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/past/2008/general/text-proposed-laws/text-of-proposed-laws.pdf%23prop8
http://projects.latimes.com/prop8/
https://brendaneich.com/2014/03/inclusiveness-at-mozilla/
http://gizmodo.com/okcupid-tells-users-not-to-use-firefox-because-of-ceos-1555616237
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/04/04/mozilla-ceo-resignation-free-speech/7328759/
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marriage equality has objected to Eich's treatment writing, "When people’s lives and 
careers are subject to litmus tests, and fired if they do not publicly renounce what may 
well be their sincere conviction, we have crossed a line. This is McCarthyism applied by 
civil actors. This is the definition of intolerance."35   

  

                                                           
35 Andrew Sullivan, "Dissents of the Day" The Dish, April 4, 2014, 
http://dish.andrewsullivan.com/2014/04/04/dissents-of-the-day-63/ 

http://dish.andrewsullivan.com/2014/04/04/dissents-of-the-day-63/
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Case 8: Cholera in Haiti 

After a magnitude 7.0 earthquake, Haiti was in dire need of international help. Already a 
poor country to begin with, Haiti needed much more than aid to rebuild its economy and 
infrastructure. It needed help on the ground to prevent a massive humanitarian crisis that 
would arise if its people couldn’t get food, water, and shelter. In response to Haiti’s need, 
peacekeepers from across the world poured into the country to help Haiti feed its people 
and rebuild. Unfortunately, that is also how many people in the country contracted 
cholera. More than 8000 people in Haiti died from cholera and 600,000 contracted the 
disease between 2010 and 2013.36  

The source of the outbreak—a strain of cholera common in South Asia—is believed to be 
a camp of Nepalese peacekeepers who had come to the country to help Haiti rebuild and 
had been doing good work to get people food and shelter. Conditions at the camp were 
less sanitary than initially reported and it’s likely that human waste from the camp flowed 
into a nearby river.  Cholera spread to nearby towns when people down river used the 
water for drinking and washing.37 The outbreak has now spread to the local region, 
including Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and possibly Venezuela.  

When knowledge of the Nepalese camp emerged rioters at a UN base in Haiti demanded 
the Nepalese troops leave. These riots ended up killing four Haitians and one UN worker. 
Recently, a group of 5000 Haitian cholera victims petitioned the UN, calling for large 
sums in reparations.  But the UN, citing doubts about the cause of the outbreak and the 
inadvisability of suing people who had come to help, invoked its privileged immunity 
from lawsuits in 2013.  Meanwhile a law firm representing the Haitians filed suit in a 
New York district court.  

Haitians suffering or dying from cholera need some kind of recourse, but it also seems 
ungrateful to some people to ask for damages from people who had come to help. If the 
Nepalese peacekeepers were at fault for the origin of the epidemic, they most likely did 
not intend to transmit the disease. The mission to Haiti was to help alleviate suffering and 
rebuild the nation. If there is a more noble goal, it would be hard to find one. While 
duties of care and caution cannot be ignored, if individuals and countries must worry 
about unintended side effects of peacekeeping missions, then deployments will become 
much more complicated and contingent. Some countries may choose not to deploy 
peacekeepers at all rather than risk being sued for hundreds of millions of dollars for an 
unforeseen consequence like the transmission of a disease. Many more may look for 
immunity from litigation or propose increasingly difficult contractual arrangements. 

                                                           
36 "Epidemiological Update: Cholera," Pan American Health Organization, October 19, 2013, 
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=23406&Itemid= 
37 UN Panel Report, " Final Report of the Independent Panel of Experts on the Cholera Outbreak in Haiti," 
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/haiti/UN-cholera-report-final.pdf 

http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_view&gid=23406&Itemid=
http://www.un.org/News/dh/infocus/haiti/UN-cholera-report-final.pdf
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Case 9: A Child's Right to Die 

A law recently passed in Belgium allows certain terminally ill children to choose euthanasia.  For 
the law to apply, a child must not only be terminally ill but also close to death and in great pain.  
The child must be able to show that he or she understands the consequences of his or her 
decision, the child's parents must consent, and the child's medical team must approve.38  The 
Belgian law is the first of its kind without an age limit, though the Netherlands has a similar law 
that applies to children over twelve.  And even though euthanasia for adults has been legal in 
Belgium for over a decade, some people believe the new law goes too far.   

Protestors argue that children simply cannot make such difficult decisions and that modern 
medicine can alleviate much of an ill child's pain.  As one newspaper put it, "Belgium has 
allowed the killing on demand of terminally ill children and has headed for the ethical abyss. A 
state which allows something like this is a failing state."39  Religious leaders believe the law is 
immoral: "The law says adolescents cannot make important decisions on economic or emotional 
issues, but suddenly they've become able to decide that someone should make them die," one 
Belgian archbishop commented.40  And backlash has been especially harsh abroad: for example, 
the chairman of Forbes Media went so far as to suggest that allowing euthanasia for children 
would put us "on the malignantly slippery slope to becoming a society like that envisioned by 
Nazi Germany, one in which 'undesirables' are disposed of like used tissue."41 

Protestors point to stories like that of Godelieva De Troyer to support their opposition.  De 
Troyer died two years ago.  She was 64 years old and in perfect physical health.  She was also 
severely depressed.  She emailed her son, Dr. Tom Mortier, to tell him she was looking into 
euthanasia.  He assumed that her doctors would never allow it because she was not physically ill.  
But only three months after her email, Dr. Mortier got a call at work informing him that his 
mother had been euthanized.  He was completely enraged, and has since become an outspoken 
critic of Belgium's euthanasia law.  "This is suicide with the approval of society," he believes.42  
Allowing children to also choose euthanasia would only allow for more abuse.     

Despite this vehement opposition, the law is widely supported in Belgium.  Supporters assert that 
it would only apply in an extremely small number of cases and that each child would have to be 
very clear about his or her wish to die.  Indeed, only five children have requested euthanasia 

                                                           
38 Charlotte McDonald-Gibson, "Belgium Extends Euthanasia Law to Kids," TIME, February 13, 2014,  
http://time.com/7565/belgium-euthanasia-law-children-assisted-suicide/. 
39 Robert-Jan Bartunek, "Belgium Surprised at International Euthanasia Backlash," Reuters, February 14, 2014, 
 http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/02/14/us-belgium-euthanasia-idUSBREA1C0UF20140214 
40 "Belgium's Parliament Votes through Child Euthanasia," BBC News, February 13, 2014, 
 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-26181615 
41 Steve Forbes, "Will U.S. Kill Kids in Name of Compassion?" Forbes, January 6, 2014, 
 http://www.forbes.com/sites/steveforbes/2014/01/06/hitlercare/ 
42 Graeme Hamilton, " 'Suicide with the approval of society': Belgian activist warns of slippery slope as euthanasia 
becomes 'normal,' " National Post, November 24, 2013, http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/11/24/suicide-with-the-
approval-of-society-belgian-activist-warns-of-slippery-slope-as-euthanasia-becomes-normal/ 

http://time.com/7565/belgium-euthanasia-law-children-assisted-suicide/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/02/14/us-belgium-euthanasia-idUSBREA1C0UF20140214
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-26181615
http://www.forbes.com/sites/steveforbes/2014/01/06/hitlercare/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/11/24/suicide-with-the-approval-of-society-belgian-activist-warns-of-slippery-slope-as-euthanasia-becomes-normal/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/11/24/suicide-with-the-approval-of-society-belgian-activist-warns-of-slippery-slope-as-euthanasia-becomes-normal/
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in the Netherlands since 2002.43  As one Belgian Senator has noted, "What is scandalous is the 
suffering of sick children when they are going to die."44   

Supporters point to stories like that of Danny Bond.  Bond was born with a bowel disease that 
caused him excruciating pain.  At thirteen years old, he started talking about killing himself.  
Indeed, he did try to kill himself three times.  When his mother resuscitated him after his third 
suicide attempt, he told her that she had let him down by saving him.  His condition worsened 
shortly after he turned twenty-one, and he told his parents that he wanted to die and that he 
wanted their help.  But they knew that assisting him would be a crime.  Ultimately, he starved 
himself to death and asked his parents to stay by his bedside to make sure that his doctors did not 
treat him.  "All he wanted was the privilege to be given an injection that would kill him instantly 
in seconds, and I had to watch him die in days," his mother lamented.45 

  

                                                           
43 Laura Smith-Spark and Diana Magnay, "Belgium: Lawmakers Vote for Children's 'Right to Die' Euthanasia Law," 
CNN, February 13, 2014, http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/13/world/europe/belgium-euthanasia-law-children/ 
44 Dan Bilefsky, "Belgium Close to Allowing Euthanasia for Ill Minors," New York Times, February 13, 2014, 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/14/world/europe/belgium-close-to-enacting-sick-child-euthanasia-law.html?_r=0 
45 Paul Valley, "Child euthanasia: Too hard to live, too young to die," The Independent, February 16, 2014, 
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/child-euthanasia-too-hard-to-live-too-
young-to-die-9131089.html 
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Case 13: Sexbots 

Douglas Hines has designed what he calls "the world's first sex robot."  Her name is Roxxxy.  
She responds to touch and can hold simple conversations.  According to Hines, "The sex robot 
thing is marketing—it's really about making a companion."  Indeed, he initially wanted to create 
a home health care aide for sick or elderly people but the project became mired in bureaucratic 
paperwork and he had to turn to other markets.61 

As more and more advanced sex and companion robots are created, they may become more and 
more popular.  Indeed, there are many potential benefits to sex robots:  "users would obtain 
sexual fulfillment with something resembling the target of their desire (assuming you manage to 
find such a model), without harm. No STDs; no confusion about consent . . . ; in terms of sex 
work, for example, there wouldn't be a worry around sex trafficking or harm to the workers."62 

And sex toys are already widely used today—are sex robots really that different than vibrators or 
fleshlights?  Perhaps they are: "What makes robots different from sex toys, and for some people 
what makes them creepier, is that robots trigger us to make the opposite kind of psychological 
flip-flop: like a mirror-image of classic sexual objectification, robotic sexual partners encourage 
us to look at mere inanimate objects as sentient, conscious, willful, and desirous."  Concerns 
arise because we have a tendency to anthropomorphize robots but at the same time we know that 
the robots are not in fact alive and do not have to be treated like living beings.63 

The widespread use of sex robots could encourage people to withdraw from interactions and 
relationships with other humans in favor of robots designed to unconditionally serve them.64  
Robots designed to feign intimacy could replace intimate relationships between humans that are, 
though real, also complicated and messy.  People could act out their most perverse fantasies or 
violent urges on sexbots without concern for their wellbeing, and allowing such behavior with 
sexbots could encourage them to behave similarly toward other human beings.65 
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Case 15: Batkid 

On November 15, 2013, Ed Lee, mayor of San Francisco, declared the day “Batkid day forever.” 
On this day, Miles Scott, a 5-year old boy who was suffering from leukemia, fulfilled his dream 
of being Batman for a day with the help of the Make-a-Wish Foundation and the city of San 
Francisco. The story quickly went viral, warming the hearts of Americans; even President 
Barack Obama publicly congratulated Miles for “saving Gotham.”77 

Bringing Miles’ dream to life, involved printing fake newspapers, staging crime scenes, closing 
roads, and was costly, around $105,000. Though the city of San Francisco originally footed the 
bill, two philanthropists reimbursed the city for its costs. While $105,000 brought happiness to a 
child who was experiencing a life-threatening illness, the same amount of money could have 
perhaps been used to much greater effect: such as buying bed nets for thousands of people in 
malaria-stricken regions, or preventing blindness in 100 children by providing treatment for 
trachoma, as Peter Singer has suggested. Given that we live in a world of limited resources, so 
the argument goes, shouldn’t we allocate our money to produce the greatest good for the greatest 
number? Or, as Singer puts it, “[i]t’s obvious, isn’t it, that saving a child’s life is better than 
fulfilling a child’s wish to be Batkid?”78 

Many readers did not find the answer to be obvious. Some claimed that, after going viral, the 
Batkid event likely resulted in hundreds of unexpected donations to the Make-a-Wish 
Foundation, and inspired people to donate to other charitable causes. Moreover, as the number of 
donors to charitable causes continues to decline, it might be misguided to criticize those who 
donate at all.79 While some people, like Singer, may choose their charities based on a utilitarian 
calculus, most Americans give to charity as an expression of deeply held values and 
relationships, such as “family, neighborhood, and voluntary associations.”80   
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